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returns made no distinction between those receiving parochia
relief and those receiving medical relief. The law wal

perfectly clear that medical relief entailed no disqualincatior
whatever. Only persons who received the ordinary parochia
relief were disqualified. In the Birmingham Union there i:
one entrance to the workhouse and a separate one to thl
infirmary ; it was suggested that confusion had arisen fron
an erroneous impression that a person going through thl

infirmary entrance was in receipt of alms in the ordinar3
sense and not only of medical relief. This is a distinctior
to be borne in mind in the future-namely, that the receipi
of medical relief does not pauperise the individual.

The Inebriates Act.
It has been stated in THE LANCET that the General

Purposes Committee of the City Council were in favour of
arrangements being made for the reception of a number of
patients in the home at Brentry near Bristol. Since the
committee arrived at this decision the government of the
home has undergone some change and fresh terms have been
submitted. It is understood that an undertaking is
required from the council that they will subscribe an annual
sum towards the cost of the institution for a period of 25
years. The matter is therefore still under further considera-
tion.

Poor.la7l) Guardians’ Troubles.
The Workhouse Management Committee have instructed

the master to supply the inmates with bread ad libitum for a
month instead of weighing it out to them as at present
and to report at the end of that period. It was stated
that they wished to satisfy the inmates and to mini-
mise the waste of bread, which at present was enormous.
The guardians at the same meeting, held on Sept. 20th, were
much perturbed at the amount of the bill of the vacci-
nation officer which during the half-year at the minimum rate
reached nearly <8600, in addition to which there were some fees
over which the guardians had no control. It was proposed
that the Local Government Board should again be asked to
reduce the minimum fee. The committee had also received
a lawyer’s bill for &pound; 24 for costs and counsel’s fees in recent
prosecutions by the vaccination officer which had been
undertaken without first consulting the committee. The
guardians have fallen on troubled times as regards their
duties, the question of relief of the aged poor being also
a problem before them which involves some intricate
details in which the ratepayers are involved to no incon-
siderable extent.
Sept. 26th. 

_______________

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Drainage of St. Fillans.
AT a meeting of the Central District Committee of Perth

County Council on Sept. 19th the chief sanitary inspector
submitted a report on the drainage of St. Fillans. The

sewage of the village, which consists principally of self-
contained and semi-detached villas, is discharged into 29
cesspools, the overflow of which in almost every case runs
into either Loch Earn or the river Earn. In some instances
the sewage runs directly into the river with no intervening
cesspool. At a short distance below the village the Earn
river water is used by certain people for drinking and house-
hold purposes. The inspector advises that the inhabitants
of St. Fillans should lodge a requisition with the committee
for the formation of a special drainage district which would
include the adoption of an economical system of purification
of sewage. The matter was remitted to the Public Health
Committee.

The John Usher Institute (If Public Healtll.
The plans for the John Usher Institute of Public Health

have been passed in the Edinburgh Dean of Guild Court. The
money for the building, amounting to E20,000, was given
some time ago by Sir John Usher of Norton to the Univer-
sity Court of the University of Edinburgh. The site for
the building is in Sir George Warrender’s property on
the south side of Warrender Park-road. The ground
available at the medical school had been found to be too
confined, hence the necessity for separating the institute
from the other buildings of the medical school. In the site
fixed on in Warrender Park-road there will be ample

1 light from the north, and a piece of ground measuring-
s 250 feet by 110 feet has been feued for the building. Part
a of this ground will be reserved for extensions. On the east
.1 side a continuation of Spottiswoode-street to the south will
s run along the building and a new street will bound the
e ground on the west. The front of the building will stand
i back at some distance from the street. The exterior has
e been designed in a phase of classic Renaissance, taking the
r form of two end blocks connected by a recessed central part.
i The building will consist of three storeys in which will be
t provided a museum, three research rooms, large chemical and.

bacteriological laboratories, balance, optical, and dark rooms,
water and gas analysis rooms, three scientific work rooms,
observation, disinfection, and incubating rooms, a reading-

1 room, an extensive lecture theatre, the professor’s private
E laboratory and retiring room, a class room for senior-
E students, a caretaker’s house of three apartments, as well as-

basement accommodation for heating, incinerator, and water
storage tank. There will be extract ventilation by means of

l fans and the building will be heated by hot water. The-
flooring will be fire-proof.

The late Mr. TV. Bowman Macleod.

By the death of Mr. W. Bowman Macleod, L.D.S., the
dental profession in Edinburgh has lost one of its most-

distinguished members. Mr. Macleod began the practice of’
dentistry in the "sixties," and built up for himself an;

extensive practice. He was one of the first to obtain the-

degree of licentiate in dental surgery, having taken a

prominent part in the agitation which culminated in the

passing of the Dental Act of 1878. He was one of the first
in Scotland to introduce the use of nitrous oxide gas into
dental practice. To him as dean of the Edinburgh Dental
Hospital was due in large part the credit of the position
which that hospital now holds as a school of dentistry. He-
has at various times held the posts of President of the Odon-
tological Society and of the Odonto-Chirurgical Society,
while he was also elected President of the British Dental
Association when it met in Edinburgh in 1895. At the
time of his death a movement was on foot among his-

professional brethren to present him with his portrait.
Edinburgh -RoyaZ Infirmary.

At the weekly meeting of the managers of the Edinburgh
Royal Infirmary before entering on the business the Lord
Provost as chairman spoke of the loss which the infirmary
had sustained by the death of Surgeon-Major-General’
Lithgow. He moved that their deep sense of this loss be-
recorded in their minutes and that a copy of the minute-
be sent to Surgeon-Major-General Litbgow’s widow and
family. In seconding the motion the Rev. Rowland Ellis,
spoke of the thorough and efficient way in which Surgeon--
Major-General Lithgow had thrown himself into his work.
Others who knew their deceased friend well had said
that the outstanding note in his life was that he was
thoroughly just in his dealings with all with whom he
came in contact and at the same time that he was

kind and courteous. The motion was adopted unani-,

mously. -Among subsequent business was an intima--
tion of a legacy of &pound; 10,000 (less duty) by the late Mr.
Walter Whyte Pollok of Rhindmuir.-A pottery firm in
Portobello, in sending their workers’ contribution for the-
year to the funds of the infirmary, stated that for the last
two years they had adopted the system of deducting 4d. a
month from men earning 20s. a week and over, 3d. a month,
from those earning from 14s. to 20s. a week, 2d. a month
from those earning between 10s. and 14s., and from all
women and boys ld. per month. There had been na

grumbling by the workers regarding the adoption of thiS’

system.
Proposed New Hospital at Langholm.

It has been arranged to erect a hospital for infectious
jiseases for the burgh and district of Langholm at a cost of
82180. Three-quarters of the expense will fall on the-
district and one quarter on the burgh. The governing body
will consist of eight members, five from the district and.
three from the burgh.

University of Glasgo7v.
It is officially intimated that Viscount Cromer, the

Unionist candidate for the Lord Rectorship, owing to certain
)onsiderations affecting his position in the Diplomatic
Service, has felt obliged to withdraw from a contest which
nvolves political issues. At the same time it is announced
that Lord Kelvin has consented to accept nomination. The
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Liberal candidate is Lord Rosebery, and though all will
hope in the near future to see so distinguished a Scotsman
in the Rectorial chair, Lord Kelvin’s long and distinguished
connexion with the University suggests that his election
should be marked by the grace of a unanimous choice.-There
will be widespread regret at the announcement made on
- Sept. 26th of the death of Mr. Lachlan Macpherson who has
held the position of bedellus of the University since 1853.
During this long tenure of office Mr. Macpherson performed
the public duties of his office with impressive stateliness and
Iproved himself in every way an efficient University officer.
He has seen the succession of four chancellors, four prin-
cipals, and six lord rectors, and more than 200 professors.
Towards the students he always showed much tact and great
kindliness of heart. His popularity and the respect enter-
tained for him were unbounded and his death will be a cause
of regret to thousands of Glasgow men now distributed over
.all parts of the world.

Glasgow Lecture Association.
In the programme of the association for the ensuing

-session is the announcement that Professor McKendrick
has consented to deliver during the Christmas holidays a
-special science lecture to school-children after the manner
of the well-known and popular Royal Institution Christmas
lectures which, as it happens, Professor McKendrick
’himself delivered two or three years ago.

Further Bequests to Glasgow Infirmaries.
The agents for the trustees of the late Mr. Alexander Boyack

,have intimated that the residue of the deceased’s estate has
been bequeathed in -equal portions to the Glasgow Royal
’lnfirmary and the Glasgow Western Infirmary. It is under-
- stood that the sum thus given to each of the infirmaries
will be about &pound; 13,500.

Sept. 26th. 
_____________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Proposals for the Sanitary Improvement of Dublin.
THE prevalence of typhoid fever and measles continues to

,attract much attention and the extent of the interest which
has been aroused is shown by the correspondence and the
editorial articles in the newspapers. Dr. Charles F. Moore, in
,a long letter to the Irish Times of Sept. 25th, asks : "Why
have the warnings which so many others, as well as I,
:have so often given as to the state of the dairies, of the

legion of slaughter-houses, and of the manure yards in Dublin
not borne fruit? ...... Is it that the attempted suburban
township amalgamation question has so occupied the civic
mind that the warnings of Royal Commissions, of the cor-

poration medical officer of health, and of’ a host of other
.authorities ...... are all to no purpose? ...... I have before
advocated removal of dairy yards out of the city and in the
meantime the very efficient inspection of the cattle and of
the yards, the abolition of all collections of manure in the
-city, the construction of public abattoirs, one on the
’North Lots and one on the South Side-say, on the

Pigeonhouse-road land-with thorough prevention of pollu-
tion of the land and river, by utilisation of all refuse
matter." Dr. Moore’s remarks are well timed and will com-
mend themselves to all sanitarians. The proverb, "Preven-
tion is better than cure," is especially applicable to infectious
disease. A writer in the Irish Times of Sept. 26th, discussing
the question of a hospital for infectious diseases for the
city and county of Dublin, states that to do the work that
the Cork-street Fever Hospital and the Hardwicke Hospital
do at present would require a hospital of 400 beds with its
.accompanying convalescent homes.

Cork-street Fever Hospital, Dublin.
In connexion with the difficulty of providing accommo-

dation for infectious diseases in Dublin a very important
letter has just appeared from the pen of Mr. Marcus Good-
body, one of the members of the committee of Cork-street
Hospital, in which the suggestion is made that instead of
spending a large sum of money on a new hospital for
infectious diseases the Corporation and the unions should
enter into a contract with the Cork-street and Hardwicke

Hospitals for the supply of funds necessary to meet the
.extra demands for the urgent needs of the city.

Poor-law Medical Officers and their, Holidays.
The solicitor to the Belfast Board of Guardians has advised

that the board were bound to pay four weeks’ salary to the
gentlemen who had acted as locum-tenents for the medical
dispensary officers on vacation. It has been decided by the
guardians to draw up a memorial protesting against this
practice and to present it to the Local Government Board.

Fees for Medical Men.
At the meeting of the Armagh Board of Guardians on

Sept. 19th the master reported that during the week he had
received a requisition from the medical officer of the work-
house requiring him to procure the services of a medical man
for the purpose of assisting at an amputation case. He called
upon all the medical men in Armagh and none of them
would act at a less fee than three guineas, so he employed
one at this sum. As usual the guardians protested strongly,
but the chairman said wisely that the master was bound to
procure a medical man and the amount of the fee was

accordingly sanctioned.
The Forster Green Hospital for Consumption.

Mr. John Jaffe of Nice (a brother of the Lord Mayor of
Belfast) has presented a handsome " shelter " to be used by
patients at the Forster Green Hospital for Consumption,
Newtownbreda, Belfast.

The Belfast Ambulance System.
The Belfast ambulance system, which is worked by the

fire brigade, is one of the institutions of which all the
citizens are proud. During the year ending June 30th, 1899,
1803 calls for the ambulance were received and the time
occupied in attending to the calls by the ambulance was 859
hours 22 minutes, giving an average of 28t minutes per journey
from the receipt of the call until the carriage returned to its
station. The distance, however, was 4448 miles, or an

average of two and a half miles per single journey. Another
new ambulance waggon is about to be presented to the city
corporation and will be ready for active service in November.
The number of calls received between the hours of 6 A.M.
and 6 P.M. was 1034, and between the hours of 6 P.M and
6 A.M. 769 calls were received. The value of an institution
like this in a city where accidents are of such frequent
occurrence is inestimable.

Lunatics in the Belfast Workhouse.
At an inquest on the body of a woman who died in the

lunatic department of the Belfast Workhouse the jury added
a rider to the verdict reiterating the verdicts of Belfast
jurors repeatedly found during the past five years that the
only solution of the workhouse lunatic problem is the
absolute removal of all the insane from workhouses to

properly equipped asylums. At a meeting of the Belfast
District Lunatic Asylum Committee on Sept. 25th a resolu-
tion was passed stating that they have at present no accom-
modation for the lunatics now in the workhouse and that
they cannot provide for them until an additional asylum has
been built, but they are prepared to recommend the City
Council to provide the same as soon as possible.

Suicide of a Criminal Lunatic.
At an inquest concluded on Sept. 25th on a patient who

committed suicide by strangulation at the District Asylum,
Belfast, some curious points came out in evidence. It would
appear that the man about two years ago committed a murder
in county Antrim. He was found guilty at the assizes but, it
having been ascertained that he was a lunatic, he was sent
to the Criminal Lunatic Asylum, Dundrum, county Dublin.

, 

On August 3rd he was transferred to the Belfast District
Asylum, and Dr. Graham, the medical superintendent,
brought the matter before the governors, who passed

, a resolution, which was forwarded to the Lord Lieu-
tenant, protesting against the transference of sach a

patient from the Central Criminal Asylum, believing that
district asylums are not the proper place for the custody and
treatment of such patients. He had only been one year and

: seven months in Dundrum Criminal Asylum. The reply from’ the Lord Lieutenant was that it was thought that the course
, 

taken would be for the benefit of the deceased. The jury in
; their verdict considered that persons such as the deceased
: should not be transferred to the Belfast or any other district

asylum from a criminal lunatic asylum.
The Donegal Guardians and the -Local Government Board.

! The Local Government Board having written to the

Donegal Board of Guardians saying that they would


